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THIS WEEK NO. 5 
ANNCR: 

“THIS WEEK," 

FROM THE VOICE OF AMERICA, THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK GONE 
BY...A LOOK AT SOME OF THE EVENTS, A CROSS-SECTION OF THE IDEAS, 
AND THE VOICES OF THE PEOPLE WHO MADE NEWS DURING THE PAST SEVEN 
DAYS. YOUR NARRATOR IS --------------- . 

NARR: 

SEVERAL DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST HAVE ONCE AGAIN MADE 
IT ONE OF THE TOP STORIES OF THE WEEK. PRESIDENT SADAT EMBARKED ON 
AN OVERSEAS TOUR, INCLUDING THE UNITED STATES...THE JOINT EGYPTIAN- 
ISRAELI MILITARY COMMITTEE HELO TALKS IN CAIRO...THERE WAS FURTHER 
CONTROVERSY OVER ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS IN OCCUPIED ANDS, AND ARAB 
OPPONENTS OF PRESIDENT SADAT'S PEACE PROPOSALS MET FOR A SECOND 
TIME IN ALGIERS, 

PRESIDENT SADAT ARRIVED IN WASHINGTON ON FRIDAY FOR TALKS 
WITH PRESIDENT CARTER. THE EGYPTIAN LEADER HOPES THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION WILL BE ABLE TO PERSUADE ISRAEL TO ADOPT A MORE 
FLEXIBLE POLICY ON THE QUESTION OF THE OCCUPIED WEST BANK AND 
THE CREATION OF A PALESTINIAN STATE. THE TWO LEADERS WILL HOLD 
EXTENSIVE TALKS THROUGH THE WEEKEND AT THE PRESIDENTIAL RETREAT 
IN CAMP DAVID, LATER NEXT WEEK MISTER SADAT WILL BE CONFERRING 
WITH U.S. CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS AS WELL. 

EARLIER IN THE WEEK THE JOINT EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI MILITARY 
COMMITTEE HELD TWO DAYS OF TALKS IN CAIRO. ON HIS RETURN TO ISRAEL, 
THE HEAD OF THE ISRAELI DELEGATION, DEFENSE MINISTER EZER WEIZMAN, 
SAID THE TALKS WILL PROBABLY RESUME LATER THIS MONTH, ALTHOUGH HE 
GAVE NO INDICATION OF WHAT, IF ANY, PROGRESS WAS ACHIEVED DURING 


THE LATEST ROUND. ACCORDING TO MISTER WEIZMAN, THERE IS LITTLE 
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THE MILITARY COMMITTEE CAN HOPE TO ACCOMPLISH BEFORE PRESIDENT 
SADAT RETURNS FROM HIS EIGHT-NATION TOUR LATER NEXT WEEK. 

THE MILITARY COMMITTEE IS THE ONLY FORUM IN WHICH ISRAEL AND 
EGYPT ARE NOW IN DIRECT CONTACT. ITS PURPOSE IS TO WORK OUT THE 
SECURITY AND TERRITORIAL ASPECTS OF AN EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI PEACE 
TREATY, ESPECIALLY IN THE SINAI. THE PARALLEL POLITICAL COMMITTEE 
TALKS HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED SINCE PRESIDENT SADAT RECALLED HIS 
DELEGATION IN MID-JANUARY. THIS COMMITTEE DEALS WITH ASPECTS OF 
A COMPREHENSIVE PEACE SETTLEMENT BETWEEN ISRAEL AND ALL ITS ARAB 
NEIGHBORS INCLUDING A SOLUTION TO THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM. A 
RESUMPTION OF THESE TALKS WAS ONE OF THE ITEMS DISCUSSED BY 
PRESIDENTS SADAT AND CARTER IN WASHINGTON. ACCORDING TO DIPLOMATIC 
SOURCES IN CAIRO, BOTH EGYPT AND ISRAEL NOW ASSUME THAT THE 
ADJOURNED POLITICAL TALKS WILL RECONVENE ONLY AFTER AGREEMENT IS 
REACHED ON A DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. 

MEANWHILE, REPORTS OF NEW ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS IN OCCUPIED ARAB 
TERRITORY HAVE FURTHER COMPLICATED PEACE PROSPECTS IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST. U.S. OFFICIALS HAVE STRESSED THAT THE AMERICAN POSITION ON 
THIS ISSUE REMAINS CLEAR AND UNAMBIGUOUS. THE UNITED STATES HAS 
ALWAYS CONTENDED THAT THE SETTLEMENTS ARE AN OBSTACLE TO PEACE AND 
A VIOLATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. AND U.S. OFFICIALS HAVE LONG 
BEEN URGING ISRAEL TO SLOCK THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ANY NEW SETTLE- 
MENTS. IN A PRESS CONFERENCE THIS WEEK, PRESIDENT CARTER REITERATED 
THE U.S. POSITION: 

TAPE: UT_ONE == CARTER 

"OUR POSITION ON SETTLEMENTS IN OCCUPIED TERRITORY HAS BEEN 
THAT THEY ARE ILLEGAL, THAT THEY ARE AN OBSTACLE TO PEACE. WHEN 
PRIME MINISTER BEGIN WAS OVER HERE AND WHEN FOREIGN MINISTER DAYAN 
WAS HERE, THIS QUESTION AROSE. AND MY UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR 
COMMITMENT WAS THAT NO NEW SETTLEMENTS WOULD BE AUTHORIZED BY 
THE GOVERNMENT, THAT ANY INCREASE IN SETTLERS WOULD BE AN 


EXPANSION OF EXISTING SETTLEMENTS AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE WITHIN THE 
AEGIS OF THE MILITARY." 
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NARR: 

LATER IN THE WEEK, ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTER MOSHE DAYAN 
SAID NO SUCH COMMITMENT WAS EVER MADE AND THE DISAGREEMENT SEEMS 
TO STEM FROM THE USE OF AMBIGUOUS LANGUAGE DURING THE CARTER~ 
DAYAN MEETING LAST SEPTEMBER. ANY RATE U.S. OFFICIALS ARE 
PRESSING THEIR VIEW THAT THE SETTLEMENTS ARE AN OBSTACLE TO 
PEACE IN THE MIODLE EAST. THE SETTLEMENT ISSUE HAS ALSO BECOME 
A MATTER OF GROWING CONCERN TO JORDAN'S KING HUSSEIN. AND AS 
A RESULT, PROSPECTS FOR JORDAN'S JOINING THE EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI 
NEGOTIATIONS HAVE DECLINED. U.S. OFFICIALS NOW FEEL THAT JORDAN 
WILL WAIT UNTIL THERE IS CONCRETE PROGRESS ON PLANS FOR THE 
FUTURE OF THE WEST BANK. 

MEANWHILE, LEADERS OF FOUR ARAB STATES AND THE PALESTINE 
LIBERATION ORGANIZATION, SHARPLY OPPOSED TO PRESIDENT SADAT'S 
PEACE INITIATIVE, MET FOR THE SECOND TIME THIS WEEK IN ALGIERS. 
THE ANTI-SADAT FRONT HAS REAFFIRMED CONDEMNATION OF PRESIDENT 
SADAT'S PEACE MOVES AND HAS CALLED THE EGYPTIAN LEADER A 
CAPITULATIONIST AND A TRAITOR TO THE ARAB CAUSE. 

IN OTHER DEVELOPMENTS THIS WEEK, THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT 
TALKS CONTINUED IN SALISBURY, FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A BLACK 
MAJORITY GOVERNMENT IN RHODESIA. IN PREVIOUS SESSIONS, ALL 
PARTIES TO THE TALKS HAD AGREED THAT 28 OF THE 100 SEATS IN 
PARLIAMENT WOULD BE RESERVED FOR THE WHITE MINORITY. NOW A 
COMPROMISE PROPOSAL HAS BEEN PRESENTED WHEREBY THE WHITE SEATS 
WOULD BE ELECTED BY BOTH WHITE AND BLACK VOTERS. AFTER THIS 
WEEK'S MEETING, ALL SIDES AGREED TO STUDY THE NEW PROPOSALS AND 
WILL RESUME THE TALKS NEXT TUESDAY. 

RHODESIA'S PRIME MINISTER IAN SMITH HAS BEEN SEEKING AN 
INTERNAL SETTLEMENT THAT WOULD EXCLUDE THE PATRIOTIC FRONT OF 
JOSHUA NKOMO AND ROBERT MUGABE. THE FRONT'S LEADERS MEANWHILE 
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HELD THREE DAYS OF TALKS IN MALTA THIS WEEK WITH BRITISH, 
AMERICAN AND UNITED NATIONS REPRESENTATIVES ON HE ANGLO- 
AMERICAN PLAN FOR RHODESIA'S POLITICAL FUTURE. 

BOTH SIDES ARE REPORTED TO HAVE MADE PROGRESS ON WHAT 
TRANSITIONAL MILITARY ARRANGEMENTS OUGHT TO BE MADE. THERE WAS 
AGREEMENT THAT THE UNITED NATIONS SHOULD PLAY A ROLE, STILL TO 
BE DEFINED, AND THE TWO SIDES AGREED TO MEET AGAIN AT AN 
UNSPECIFIED TIME AND PLACE. AMERICAN U.N. AMBASSADOR ANDREW 
YOUNG SOUNDED AN OPTIMISTIC NOTE: 

TAPE: CUT TWO -- YOUNG 

"T THINK THAT THE CONTRIBUTION I SEE EMERGING FROM THIS 
OVERALL WAS NOT SO MUCH THE WORDS WE HAVE SHARED AND DISCUSSED 
AS THE TRUST AND UNDERSTANDING THAT EMERGED, AND APPRECIATION 
OF EACH OTHER'S POINTS OF VIEW, AND THAT'S VERY IMPORTANT, I 
THINK, IF THE KIND OF EFFORT THAT WE'VE EMBARKED ON IS GOING 
TO GO ANYWHERE,” 

NARR: 

A PATRIOTIC FRONT STATEMENT SAID THERE WERE INCONCLUSIVE 
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT A GOVERNING COUNCIL PROPOSED BY THE FRONT, 
AND ABOUT THE POWERS OF A BRITISH COMMISSIONER FOR RHODESIA DURING 
AN INTERIM PERIOD BEFORE FULL MAJORITY RULE AND INDEPENDENCE. 
ROBERT MUGABE, CO=LEADER OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT, EXPLAINED HIS 
DEFINITION OF THE BRITISH ROLE DURING THE INTERIM PERIOD: 


TAPE: CUT THREE -- MUGABE 





"WHAT WE UNDERSTAND THEM (THE BRITISH) TO WANT TO DO AND 
WHAT WE OURSELVES WOULD BE IN AGREEMENT WITH IS A ROLE WHICH 
ENABLES NOT JUST THE BRITISH -~ BUT THE BRITISH AND OURSELVES 
-- TO LEAD THE COUNTRY TO INDEPENDENCE. SO THERE'S GOT TO BE 
COOPERATION DURING THE PERIOD -- THE KIND OF PARTNERSHIP WITH A 
COLONIAL RULER IN WHICH WE WILL PLAY A SUBSTANTIAL ROLE. AND 
THE BRITISH, AS WE ENVISAGE -- A SUPERVISORY ROLE. THAT IS WHAT 
WE ENVISAGE AND THAT IS WHAT WE ARE GOING TO FURTHER DISCUSS," 


NARR: 
THE ANGLO-AMERICAN PROPOSAL FOR MAJORITY RULE IN RHODESIA 


TS BASED IN PART ON THE PRINCIPLE THAT NO SETTLEMENT CAN BE 
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ACHIEVED WITHOUT THE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT, 
PRIME MINISTER IAN SMITH, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAS REFUSED TO 
NEGOTIATE WITH THE FRONT WHICH HE CONSIDERS TO BE A GUERRILLA 
GROUP AND IS GOING AHEAD WITH HIS PROPOSED INTERNAL SETTLEMENT 
WITH MODERATE BLACK LEADERS INSIDE RHODESIA. 

BACK IN WASHINGTON, THE U.S. COMMERCE DEPARTMENT RELEASED THE 
FINAL FIGURES ON LAST YEAR'S AMERICAN TRADE SALANCE, ACCORDING 
TO THE REPORT, THE 1977 TRADE DEFICIT WAS SY FAR THE LARGEST IN 
AMERICAN HISTORY, REACHING NEARLY TWENTY SEVEN THOUSAND MILLION 
DOLLARS. THIS IS MORE THAN FOUR TIMES AS LARGE AS THE PREVIOUS 
RECORD ONE-YEAR DEFICIT IN 1972. THE COST OF IMPORTED OIL WAS 
THE MAJOR FACTOR IN THE U.S. TRADE DEFICIT. THE UNITED STATES 
CURRENTLY IMPORTS ABOUT HALF OF THE OIL IT CONSUMES. 

HOWEVER, NOT ALL ASPECTS OF THE TRADE DEFICIT HAVE 8EEN 
NEGATIVE. OFFICIALS SAY THAT THE MASSIVE AMERICAN SPENDING ABROAD 
HAS HELPED MAJOR U.S. TRADING PARTNERS TO MAINTAIN THEIR ECONOMIC 
RECOVERY. BUT THE OUTFLOW OF DOLLARS HAS ALSO CONTRIBUTED TO THE 
DOLLAR'S DEPRECIATION. AND OFFICIALS SAY A TRADE DEFICIT OF SUCH 
MAGNITUDE CANNOT CONTINUE INDEFINITELY WITHOUT DISRUPTING THE 
INTERNATIONAL MONETARY SYSTEM. 

U.S. SPECIAL TRADE NEGOTIATOR ROBERT STRAUSS INDICATED THIS 
WEEK THERE WOULD BE NO SUDDEN TURNAROUND IN THE U.S. TRADE DEFICIT. 
BUT HE SAID THAT IF CONGRESS APPROVES AN EFFECTIVE ENERGY PROGRAM 
SOON THERE SHOULD BE SOME IMPROVEMENT IN THE TRADE BALANCE LATER 
IN THE YEAR: 

TAPE: T_ FOUR -- STRAUSS 

“UNTIL WE COMPLETE AN ENERGY PROGRAM IN THIS COUNTRY THAT 
REDUCES OUR CONSUMPTION OF FOREIGN OIL, OUR DEPENDENCE ON FOREIGN 
SOURCES OF ENERGY, OUR GLUTTONOUS APPETITE FOR CONSUMPTION --~ 
WE'LL NEVER REACH, WE'LL NEVER ELIMINATE OUR TRADE DEFICIT IN 
THIS COUNTRY. WE'LL SELL MORE, SURELY WE WILL. SUT WE'LL NEVER 


BREAK EVEN UNTIL WE STOP, AS I SAID, BEING THE WORLD'S GLUTTON 
OF OIL." 
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NARR?: 

THIS WEEK PRESIDENT CARTER MADE A NATIONWIDE ADDRESS TO THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE ASKING FOR THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE NEW PANAMA CANAL 
TREATIES. MISTER CARTER SAID THAT THE MOST IMPORTANT AND ONLY 
REASON TO RATIFY THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES IS THAT THEY ARE IN 
THE HIGHEST NATIONAL INTEREST AND WILL STRENGTHEN THE U.S. 
POSITION IN THE WORLD. WE WILL DEMONSTRATE ~-- MISTER CARTER 
ADDED -- THAT AS A LARGE AND POWERFUL COUNTRY, WE ARE ABLE TO 
DEAL FAIRLY AND HONORABLY WITH A PROUD BUT SMALLER SOVEREIGN 
NATION. 

PE: TE =- TER 

"WILL THE TREATIES AFFECT OUR STANDING IN LATIN ANERICA? 
WILL THEY CREATE A SO~CALLED POWER VACUUM WHICH OUR ENEMIES MIGHT 
MOVE IN TO FILL? THEY WILL DO JUST THE OPPOSITE. THE TREATIES 
WILL INCREASE OUR NATION'S INFLUENCE IN THIS HEMISPHERE, WILL 
HELP TO REDUCE ANY MISTRUST AND DISAGREFSMENT, AND WILL REMOVE A 
MAJOR SOURCE OF ANTI-AMERICAN FEELING.” 

NARR: 

PRESIDENT CARTER ADDED THAT THE TREATIES HAVE OVERWHELMING 
SUPPORT THROUGHOUT LATIN AMERICA. SUT HE POINTED OUT THAT 
PREDICTABLY THEY ARE OPPOSED ABROAD BY SOME WHO ARE UNFRIENDLY 
TO THE UNITED STATES AND WHO WOULD LIKE TO SEE DISORDER IN 
PANAMA AND A DISRUPTION IN U.S. POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND MILITARY 
TIES WITH ITS FRIENDS IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN. MISTER 
CARTER WARNED THAT IF THE TREATIES SHOULO BE REJECTED BY THE 
U..S. SENATE, A NEW SENSE OF EQUALITY AND MUTUAL RESPECT IN 
THE HEMISPHERE WOULD BE LOST. 

SEVERAL SENATORS WHO MET WITH PRESIDENT CARTER AT THE WHITE 
HOUSE FOLLOWING HIS PANAMA CANAL TREATIES SPEECH SAID THEY FELT 
HE HAD ARGUED EFFECTIVELY ON BEHALF OF THE ACCORDS. CHAIRMAN 
JOHN SPARKMAN OF THE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE HAD THESE 


COMMENTS : 
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TAPE: CUT SIX -- SPARKHAN 

"] TOLD HIM CPRESIDENT CARTER) I HAD HEARD HIM MAKE A LOT 
OF SPEECHES BUT I THINK THIS CAPPED THEM ALL. THIS WAS HIS 
BEST. AND I THINK IT WAS. HE TOLM IT DIRECTLY, JUST AS IT IS. 
AND I THINK HE DID A LOT OF GOOD TOWARD PROMOTING THE CANAL 
TREATIES IN THIS COUNTRY." 

NARR: 

EARLIER IN THE WEEK, THE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE SENT 
THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES TO THE SENATE FLOOR WITH SOME 
RECOMMENDED AMENDMENTS AND A SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATION THAT THE 
SENATE TAKE UP THE NEUTRALITY TREATY FIRST. THE COMMITTEE ALSO 
DECIDED TO INCLUDE THE BASIC LANGUAGE OF THE CARTER-TORRIJOS 
STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING DRAFTED LAST OCTOBER. THE STATEMENT 
DEALS WITH THE RIGHTS OF THE UNITED STATES TO DEFEND THE CANAL 
AFTER THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND AND THE RIGHT OF PRIORITY PASSAGE 
FoR U.S. WARSHIPS IN TIME OF EMERGENCY. 

DEBATE BEFORE A FINAL SENATE VOTE COULD LAST FROM THREE TO 
FIVE WEEKS. IT WILL TAKE A TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY OF THE SENATE, OR 
AT LEAST SIXTY-SEVEN VOTES, TO RATIFY THE TREATIES. AND IT NOW 
APPEARS THAT A FINAL VOTE WILL NOT COME BEFORE THE LATTER PART OF 
FEBRUARY. 

IN DEVELOPMENTS IN THE HORN OF AFRICA THIS WEEK, ETHIOPIA 
LAUNCHED CONCERTED AIR STRIKES AGAINST SOMALI SECESSIONIST POSITIONS 
IN THE DISPUTED OGADEN AREA. IN WHAT MAY BE THE START OF A MAJOR 
COUNTER-OFFENSIVE, ETHIOPIAN PLANES STRUCK TO THE EAST OF HARRAR, 
ETHIOPIA'S LAST IMPORTANT STRONGHOLD IN THE NORTHERN OGADEN. THE 
AIR STRIKES WERE FOLLOWED BY AN ATTEMPT BY ETHIOPIAN TROOPS 
AT HARRAR TO BREAK OUT OF THAT CITADEL AND ADVANCE TOWARDS THE 
MAIN SOMALI LINE TO THE EAST. SO FAR IT IS NOT KNOWN IF THE 
REPORTED ADVANCE IS CONTINUING OR HAS STALLED. 
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ANNCR: 

AND THESE ARE SOME OF THE STORIES THAT MADE HEADLINES THIS 
WEEK. YOUR NARRATOR WAS~-------- » JOIN US AGAIN NEXT ------~-~ 
WHEN THE VOICE OF AMERICA TAKES A LOOK AT THE NEXT SEVEN DAYS 


OF THE WEEK. 


JS/RTD 


